
Day 7 of Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 
Chapter 8 to Chapter 9 Like Fern, she was truly fond of Wilbur, whose smelly pen and 
stale food attracted the flies she needed, and she was proud to see that he was not a 
quitter and was willing to try again to spin a web.  
 

Opportunity 
Imagination is the act or power of forming a mental image of something not present to 
the senses or never wholly perceived in reality. Imagination empowers empathy: how it 
might feel to be in someone else’s place. Imagination helps personal achievement, what 
does your future look like? It is about being resilient; what challenges might come your 
way. It is about creating change; how could life be better or different if I made a different 
choice.  

One Idea 
Charlotte is an orb weaver, and their webs are flat and spiral-shaped, made of sticky 
and less sticky threads to capture prey and support the structure of the web, 
respectively. The webs are mostly spun by the females, who take it down in the day and 
build a new one every evening. At night they wait in the middle of the web to attack any 
prey that enters it. 

Spider silk—has chemical properties that make it lustrous, strong, and light. It’s stronger 
than steel and has impressive tensile strength, meaning it can be stretched a lot before 
it snaps. Scientists have been trying for decades to decode exactly what gives the silk 
both strength and elasticity, but so far they have found only clues. 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/ask-smithsonian-how-do-spiders-
make-webs-180957426/#L8V7swxuyOHk3PtG.99  
 

 
 
 

Three Words 
Let’s learn, practice, and add these words to the Word Wall: 

Word Wall 

vaguely  not clearly expressed or stated in definite terms.   

imagination creative ability.   

boasting excessive pride in oneself, brag.   



 

Read 
We read the daily selection as a group, in pairs, or individually: 

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 

Chapter 8 to Chapter 9 Like Fern, she was truly fond of Wilbur, whose smelly pen and 
stale food attracted the flies she needed, and she was proud to see that he was not a 
quitter and was willing to try again to spin a web.  
    
Text with additional location or activity information 

So Far 
What happened in today’s reading?  Let’s list what happened in order on a Timeline. 

Timeline 

Fern was telling her parents about the animals in the barn.  
She spoke of the animals as if she understood them, and they were her friends.  
Her mother was concerned and was going to talk to the doctor about Fern.  
Charlotte told Wilber how she makes a web and about her body parts.  
Wilbur was convinced he could spin a web.  
 
 

 

Discuss 
1. Fern shared about the animals in the barn. Why are her parents 

concerned about her?  
2. Do you think it is positive or negative to have an imagination? How can it 

help or hinder you? 
3. Fern’s father and mother had different reactions about Fern talking to the 

animals. What is the difference? Do you agree with one parent more than 
the other?  

4. How do Charlotte’s legs and body parts make spinning a web possible?  
5. How does Wilbur react when his first attempt at spinning a web does not 

go well?  
 

 
 

 



 

Explore 
Open Mind Portrait – Create an Open Mind Portrait for Charlotte.  
What is she thinking and feeling as she tells Wilbur about the process of spinning a 
web?  
What is she thinking and feeling as she watches Wilbur try to spin a web?  
What is she watching the interactions of the animals in the barn?  
Add 3-5 thoughts to your OMP.  
 
 
Open Mind Portrait Materials: 
 Large piece of stiff paper for each character, like 11”x17” tagboard 
 Paper for bubbles, scissors, and glue sticks 
 Pencils, pens, crayons, markers 
 Construction or tissue paper 
 
Open Mind Portrait Instructions:  
Step One:  

- Create a large headshot of a character – imagine what you think the 
character looks like from the descriptions in the text as well as your 
imagination.  You can make a list of the details, if you wish. 

- Decide how much of the character you wish to show: just the head and 
face? From the shoulders up? From the waist up? The whole person?  
You might to include at least the shoulders to include some clothing 
details.  You might want to show the differences between characters. 

- Draw the character's headshot, including the face on the large piece of 
white paper.  You could also cut the paper to form the head. 

- Illustrate your portrait with colors, construction paper, or whatever will 
make the character colorful. 

Step Two:  
- Place cartoon bubbles of character thoughts about the portrait – cut out 

the bubbles and write things the character thinks, or says to 
himself/herself on each bubble, and then put the bubbles around the 
portrait. 

Step Three: 
- Add bubbles as you learn more new things about the character or how the 

character has changed as you read the novel further – follow the bubble 
step. 

 
On-Going Class Room Product: 
Create a Theme/Character Chart that can be posted in the class and keep an on-going 
chart for yourself. As you read, choose a character who displays or doesn’t display the 
unit theme “responsibility” or who shows good character. As you are reading, cite the 
page number you found the example on, cite the sentence you found it in, and list the 



characters who were involved. An example is done for you. You can also include other 
character traits which are displayed by the characters. It will be used for your final 
writing product.  
 
Sample 

Theme/definition Cite page 

number 

Example from Text Characters Involved 

Responsibility 7 She just sat there and stared out 
the window, thinking what a 
blissful world it was and how lucky 
she was to have entire charge of 
a pig.  

Fern 

Lack of 
responsibility 
 

7 She was still thinking about the 
pig when the teacher said: “Fern, 
what is the capital of 
Pennsylvania?” Wilber.  

Fern and the teacher 

 

 
 
Interview 
Pretend you needed to interview either Charlotte, Wilbur, or Fern. Write five interview 
questions you would ask them. Your questions can not be yes/no questions; they need 
to be written to glean information from the character. Then answer the questions how 
you think the character would respond.  
 
 
Link 

Write 
Look carefully at this text from today’s reading. 

Wilbur crouched low, with his thin, curly tail toward the rat. Templeton seized the string, 
passed it around the end of the pig’s tail, and tied two half hitches. Charlotte watched in 
delight. Like Fern, she was truly fond of Wilbur, whose smelly pen and stale food 
attracted the flies she needed, and she was proud to see that he was not a quitter and 
was willing to try again to spin a web.  
    

 

Now write 

I am responsible for what I do and don’t do. I am responsible for what I say, or 
don’t say. I am responsible by doing what I say I will do and doing what is best 
for everyone.  



Wilbur was not a quitter and willing to try and spin a web. Have you ever thought you 
could do something you knew you were not ready or able to do? 

Write an informative/explanatory paragraph in which you explain what you wanted to do 
but were not ready or able to do. Explain to your reader why it was important to wait 
until you were ready or pass the task on to someone with expertise in that area.   

Introduce your topic and group related information together. Include illustrations when 
appropriate. Use linking words. Provide a concluding statement that supports your topic.  

 

 

Link 

Apply 
Text with SEL idea and application activity directions 

 Sometimes it seems like there is more bad news than good news. Make a card 
for someone at home, at school, or in the community. Leave it for them to find.   

 

Link 

 


