
Day 6 of Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 
Chapter 6 and Chapter 7 
 

Opportunity 
Summer brings new adventures to the barn and the farm. The geese hatch, the fields 
are in bloom, the animals are busy, and there is adventure for the children at every turn.  

 

One Idea 
The geese are born, and there were seven of them. Charlotte refers to seven being a 
lucky number. The goose shares how it was good management and hard work.  
 
The average time for a goose egg to hatch is thirty days after it has been laid. There are 
variations in species, but for domesticated geese, the average incubation time is a 
month. Geese make incredibly good parents and usually are fully capable of taking care 
of their eggs, so there is generally no need for incubators like with chickens or game 
birds. Geese lay an average of 12 eggs in a “clutch.” They do not lay them all on the 
same day so that some eggs may hatch a day or two later than the others. Geese will 
only lay eggs in the spring to be hatched in the summer. Geese will turn their eggs 
using their beak every day, and the mom will cover them if she has to leave for any 
length of time.  
 
 
 

Three Words 
Let’s learn, practice, and add these words to the Word Wall: 

Word Wall 

jubilee  season of celebration.  

scruple an ethical consideration which inhibits action.   

anesthetic used to numb pain.   

 

Read 
We read the daily selection as a group, in pairs, or individually: 

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 

Chapter 6 and Chapter 7 



    
Text with additional location or activity information 

So Far 
What happened in today’s reading?  Let’s list what happened in order on a Timeline. 

Timeline 

The farm is a happy place. The kids are out of school. They are harvesting, 
animals are being born, and there is lots of activity.  
Seven of the eight goose eggs hatch. The goose gives one to Templeton and 
tells him he is not to harm her gooselings.  
Wilbur continues to get to know Charlotte and likes her more and more.  
Wilbur continues to grow and eat.  
Sheep tells Wilbur he is being fattened up so he can be eaten.  
Charlotte pledges to help save Wilbur.  
 
 

 

Discuss 
1. Fern was able to visit the barn daily. How is she treated?  
2. What activities do the kids participate in, how is that similar or different to 

your day-to-day activities? Which would you rather do? Explain.  
3. How does the author describe Templeton? Based on what you know so 

far, do you consider him a protagonist or an antagonist?  
4. How is Wilbur’s attitude changing about Charlotte? Why? 
5. Why do the characters rely on the sheep for information?  

 
 

 

 

Explore 
Open Mind Portrait – Create an Open Mind Portrait for Charlotte.  
What is she thinking and feeling as she and Wilbur get to know each other?  
What is she thinking and feeling as she watches the interactions on the farm?  
What is she thinking and feeling when she commits to saving Wilbur?  
Add 3-5 thoughts to your OMP.  
 
 



Open Mind Portrait Materials: 
 Large piece of stiff paper for each character, like 11”x17” tagboard 
 Paper for bubbles, scissors, and glue sticks 
 Pencils, pens, crayons, markers 
 Construction or tissue paper 
 
Open Mind Portrait Instructions:  
Step One:  

- Create a large headshot of a character – imagine what you think the 
character looks like from the descriptions in the text as well as your 
imagination.  You can make a list of the details, if you wish. 

- Decide how much of the character you wish to show: just the head and 
face? From the shoulders up? From the waist up? The whole person?  
You might to include at least the shoulders to include some clothing 
details.  You might want to show the differences between characters. 

- Draw the character's headshot, including the face on the large piece of 
white paper.  You could also cut the paper to form the head. 

- Illustrate your portrait with colors, construction paper, or whatever will 
make the character colorful. 

Step Two:  
- Place cartoon bubbles of character thoughts about the portrait – cut out 

the bubbles and write things the character thinks, or says to 
himself/herself on each bubble, and then put the bubbles around the 
portrait. 

Step Three: 
- Add bubbles as you learn more new things about the character or how the 

character has changed as you read the novel further – follow the bubble 
step. 

 
On-Going Class Room Product: 
Create a Theme/Character Chart that can be posted in the class and keep an on-going 
chart for yourself. As you read, choose a character who displays or doesn’t display the 
unit theme “responsibility” or who shows good character. As you are reading, cite the 
page number you found the example on, cite the sentence you found it in, and list the 
characters who were involved. An example is done for you. You can also include other 
character traits which are displayed by the characters. It will be used for your final 
writing product.  
 
Sample 

Theme/definition Cite page 

number 

Example from Text Characters Involved 

Responsibility 7 She just sat there and stared out 
the window, thinking what a 
blissful world it was and how lucky 

Fern 



she was to have entire charge of 
a pig.  

Lack of 
responsibility 
 

7 She was still thinking about the 
pig when the teacher said: “Fern, 
what is the capital of 
Pennsylvania?” Wilber.  

Fern and the teacher 

 

 
Sketch 
 
Choose a scene from today’s reading and sketch the scene. Use any medium of your 
choosing. Create your sketch based on details in the text. Cite the page number and 
paragraph.  
 
Link 

Write 
Look carefully at this text from today’s reading. 

As the days went by, Wilbur grew and grew. He ate three big meals a day. He 
spent long hours lying on his side, half asleep, dreaming pleasant dreams. He 
enjoyed good health and gained a lot of weight. One afternoon, when Fern was 
sitting on her stool, the oldest sheep walked into the barn, and stopped to pay a 
call on Wilbur…”Well, I don’t like to spread bad news”, said the sheep, “but they 
are fattening you up because they are going to kill you, that’s why.” 

 

Now write 

I am responsible for what I do and don’t do. I am responsible for what I say, or 
don’t say. I am responsible by doing what I say I will do and doing what is best 
for everyone.  

The sheep arrives to share news with Wilbur. There are times when one must be the 
bearer of bad news. This information can be shared responsibly or irresponsibly and 
with good intent or negative intent.  

Take a vote:  

What was the intent of the sheep?  

With your elbow partner, discuss if the sheep was responsible or irresponsible with the 
news.  

 



Write an informative/explanatory paragraph in which you explain how the sheep could 
have been more responsible when she shared the news about Wilbur’s future. Give 
examples of different ways she could have given her information.  

Introduce your topic and group related information together. Include illustrations when 
appropriate. Use linking words. Provide a concluding statement that supports your topic.  

 

 

Link 

Apply 
Text with SEL idea and application activity directions 

 Sometimes it seems like there is more bad news than good news. Make a card 
for someone at home, at school, or in the community. Leave it for them to find.   

 

Link 

 


