
Day 5 of Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 
Chapter 5 
 

Opportunity 
A friend is a person you have a relationship with, similar interests, and common trust.  

A friend is the person you call first to share good news and sometimes not so good 
news, and a friend is the person who knows you hate cantaloupe. A friend is the person 
you can count on when you need them most.  

 

One Idea 
Wilbur wanted a friend. He was lonely in the barn, and the other animals had other roles 
to play. Upon waking up he asked his new “friend” to make themselves known to him. 
Eventually, he was greeted by Charlotte A. Cavatica. Cavatica is the scientific name for 
a common barn spider. The Barn spider is an orb-weaving nocturnal species, 
indigenous to North America, mostly found during late summers and throughout 
autumn.  
 
For more information, go to: 
https://spideridentifications.com/barn.html 
 

 
 
 
 

Three Words 



Let’s learn, practice, and add these words to the Word Wall: 

Word Wall 

decent  high moral integrity, kindness, and goodwill. 

objectionable opposition, not in favor of.  

furiously goaded by anger/fast pace.   

 

Read 
We read the daily selection as a group, in pairs, or individually: 

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 

Chapter 5 
    
Text with additional location or activity information 

So Far 
What happened in today’s reading?  Let’s list what happened in order on a Timeline. 

Timeline 

Wilbur was hungry and did not sleep well. He was excited to meet his new friend.  
Wilbur was up early looking for his friend. He could not find him/her.  
Wilbur was greeted by Charlotte, “Salutations.”  
Charlotte and Wilbur introduced themselves and started to get to know each 
other.  
Wilbur was sad that his new friend liked to eat bugs and was vicious about 
catching her meal.  
Charlotte shared how her “meals” helped others and the farm.   
 

 

Discuss 
1. How does the author describe the sounds of the farm at night? Do you 

consider those sounds of silence or just noise?  
2. Wilbur loved the barn early in the morning when it was “calm and quiet, 

waiting for light.” What is your best time of day? Why is it important to 
know your best time? How can that help or hinder you? Explain.  



3. How does Charlotte greet Wilbur? How does her initial greeting make you 
feel? 

4. Charlotte greets Wilbur in a kindly way. What is your idea of a kindly 
greeting to someone new? 

5. Charlotte and Wilbur begin their friendship by comparing themselves. 
Wilbur is upset that Charlotte is so bloodthirsty. However, each animal has 
a role. Do you think Charlotte and Wilbur will end up being more similar or 
different? Explain.  

6. What is Charlotte's role on the farm? 
 

 
 

 

Explore 
Open Mind Portrait – Create an Open Mind Portrait for Wilbur.  
What is he thinking and feeling as he tries to sleep through the night?  
What is he thinking and feeling as he wakes and initially meets Charlotte?  
What is he thinking and feeling as he learns more about Charlotte?  
Add 3-5 thoughts to your OMP.  
 
 
Open Mind Portrait Materials: 
 Large piece of stiff paper for each character, like 11”x17” tagboard 
 Paper for bubbles, scissors, and glue sticks 
 Pencils, pens, crayons, markers 
 Construction or tissue paper 
 
Open Mind Portrait Instructions:  
Step One:  

- Create a large headshot of a character – imagine what you think the 
character looks like from the descriptions in the text as well as your 
imagination.  You can make a list of the details, if you wish. 

- Decide how much of the character you wish to show: just the head and 
face? From the shoulders up? From the waist up? The whole person?  
You might to include at least the shoulders to include some clothing 
details.  You might want to show the differences between characters. 

- Draw the character's headshot, including the face on the large piece of 
white paper.  You could also cut the paper to form the head. 

- Illustrate your portrait with colors, construction paper, or whatever will 
make the character colorful. 

Step Two:  



- Place cartoon bubbles of character thoughts about the portrait – cut out 
the bubbles and write things the character thinks, or says to 
himself/herself on each bubble, and then put the bubbles around the 
portrait. 

Step Three: 
- Add bubbles as you learn more new things about the character or how the 

character has changed as you read the novel further – follow the bubble 
step. 

 
On-Going Class Room Product: 
Create a Theme/Character Chart that can be posted in the class and keep an on-going 
chart for yourself. As you read, choose a character who displays or doesn’t display the 
unit theme “responsibility” or who shows good character. As you are reading, cite the 
page number you found the example on, cite the sentence you found it in, and list the 
characters who were involved. An example is done for you. You can also include other 
character traits which are displayed by the characters. It will be used for your final 
writing product.  
 
Sample 

Theme/definition Cite page 

number 

Example from Text Characters Involved 

Responsibility 7 She just sat there and stared out 
the window, thinking what a 
blissful world it was and how lucky 
she was to have entire charge of 
a pig.  

Fern 

Lack of 
responsibility 
 

7 She was still thinking about the 
pig when the teacher said: “Fern, 
what is the capital of 
Pennsylvania?” Wilber.  

Fern and the teacher 

 

Venn Diagram 
Use the information in today’s reading to create a Venn Diagram of Wilbur and 
Charlotte. What are their similarities and their differences? You can use the diagram to 
write a character comparison.  
 
 

 

 

 



6g6 Venn Diagram Chart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Link 

Write 
Look carefully at this text from today’s reading. 

“Well,” he thought, “I’ve got a new friend, all right. But what a gamble friendship 
is! Charlotte is fierce, brutal, scheming, bloodthirsty—everything I don’t like. How 
Can I learn to like her, even though she is pretty and, of course, cleaver?” 

..Underneath her rather bold and cruel exterior, she had a kind heart, and she 
was to prove loyal and true to the end.” 

 

Now write 

I am responsible for what I do and don’t do. I am responsible for what I say, or 
don’t say. I am responsible by doing what I say I will do and doing what is best 
for everyone.  

 Wilbur is taking a risk on Charlotte. He perceives her as bad based on her 
circumstances. Do we have a responsibility to ourselves and others to get to know each 
other first before we judge each other?  

 With your partner, discuss how you look for similarities in friends before you look 
for differences? Is it OK to have a friend who is different than you?  

 

Write an informative/explanatory paragraph in which you share how to meet a new 
person who might be different than you. What do you look for, and how do you start a 
friendship? Introduce your topic and group related information together. Include 
illustrations when appropriate. Use linking words. Provide a concluding statement that 
supports your topic.  

 

 

Link 

Apply 
Text with SEL idea and application activity directions 

 Think of someone you might not know well. Think of a way to reach out to learn 
about them a little more. Ask this person to be your class buddy for the day, sit with 
them at lunch, or smile at them and say, “hi.” Show kindness to someone you don’t 
know well.  



 

Link 

 


